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Wow! We did want an end to the long running drought. That end
was and still is spectacular in most of Quecnsland. Cur property
near Mareeba has had its annual rainfall in six weeks., In many
yvears [ have never seen the country so water logeed.

Gamba Grass. The movement by the "Weed Warmiors' to have it
banned is not letting up. There is, howewver, light at the end of the
tunnel with the 11th hour awakening of AgForce. They are taking
action to counter the biased, narrow minded rhetoric of these
alternative people.

The grazing industry has its back to the wall as the intention of
'these people’ is to ban all introduced grazing plants. Look up the
website of the Australian National Botanic Garden which is a
division of the Awustralian Government Department of the
Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts:-
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Mixed in with the really nasty weeds, third from the top is Buffel
Grass along with the legumes Siratro and Glyeine. The
Queensland Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries is
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being pressured by these sad people 1o declare Gamba a noxious
weed. The other production plants will follow. This decision by
the Minister will be made very soon. Gamba is the thin edge of
the wedge, the others will follow.

The tropical and sub tropical grazing industry relies almost totally
on these palatable plants for economic survival. To deny graziers
the use of these plants will jeopardise the future of this very
important export industry.

My company, Southedge Seeds, has taken up the cudgel and
taken the battle up to these "clandestine’ people. [ have been
threatened and my company has been threatened with all sorts of
retribution for daring to guestion their arguments. The grazing
industry will have itself to blame if its inaction results in the
denial ofthe use of productive grazing plants.,

Let's hope this good wet season is the start of many favourable
ones. [ never cease to be amazed by the resourcefulness of
country people, with their ability to overcome the severe
adversity thrust on them by the recent long drought, who then
come up smiling and ready to go again.
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WORLD COMMODITY PRICES MAKE
LEGUMES MORE ATTRACTIVE
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With world oil prices hitting the USD100/barrel mark and
commodities such as Urea going into necar uneconomical
territory, the time has come for producers to start looking at their
pasture systems and minimising input cosis. Introducing












