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EDITORIAL

What happened to the *wet season?’ The past four to six weeks of dry
hot weather have undone the good season that was unfolding up till
then.

Gamba Grass. The Queensland Government announced the banning
ol further production and planting of Gamba grass in Queensland.
This came about as a result of a concerted. totally biased and
misinformed campaign by the conservation movement, who
hoodwinked research scientists into mounting a successiful media
campaign that influenced the Minister.

The result was a victory for nonsense and a sad day for common sense.
Meaningful scientific research has been replaced with media hype. The
spectacle of a leading rescarch scientist standing in front of TV
cameras at Parliament House waving a fistful of letters supposedly
signed by 200 scientists calling for the banning of this valuable grazing
plant, when no more than a handful of the signatories would know what
Cramba grass looked like, is farcical.

This is a wake-up call for the grazing industry, and the peak bodics that
claim o represent it, that these “altemative people’ mean business.
Southedge Seeds was the only seed company that put 1tis hand up o
take 1ssue with the biased argument being put up by these "Econerds'.
Mot one of the other seed companies came forward for reasons known
only to them, probably tear of retonbution or simply lack of spine.
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Because this valuable production grass has been deniced to the grazing
industry by the Queensland Govermment, who has promoted its use as a
pasture species in the past, the grazing indoustry has every right to
demand arsuitable alternative that has all of the attributes of Gamba.
The Weed CRC, which is a federal government funded research body,
has all the introduced production grasses and legumes on its hit list.
This was the most vocal body that influenced the government decision
on Cramba.
Keep in mind this whole Gamba grass denigration was started by one
resecarcher at the Darain Um who did not hke this tall grass on the
roadsides south of Darwin. He 1s not a grazier or a commercial person
but onc who puts his snout in the governmental funding trough.
A friend said to me recently, “vou can get any amount of funding to
write papers but try getting money to pull out weeds.™

John Rains
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The Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries, The Honorable Tim
Mulherin. announced that Gamba grass will be declared a Class 2 weed
in Queensland and when it is proclaimed. it will be an offence o sell
and propagate Gamba grass seed in Queensland.

Land holders who have CGiamba on their properties will not be required
o eradicate it, but they must take measures 1o manage it and prevent it
from spreading o clean arcas.

Because of 1ts palatability, Gamba will not present problems where it 1s
grazed. Where it is not grazed, systems management programs like
carly burning will need 1o be carried out. Small areas could be reated
wilh herbicides, but as there are no specific herbicides for Gamba |
consider the use of Glyphosate inappropriate. This kills all plants,
including tree suckers, and the gap in the ground cover increases the
risk of crosion and recriitment of other weeds e.g. Giant Ratstail. etc.
Gamba grass 1s a valuable, productive pasture plant. The remowal and
denial of this plant to the grazing industry invites a request o the
Minister for a suitable replacement species that has the many attributes
of Gamba.












